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AUP Students Travel to Texas

AUP students and Prof. Kuo in Texas

Special thanks to Sydney Scarpa for providing this photo

T





Jasmine then sought out an internship through 
the Taiwanese Ministry of Education as an ele-
mentary school English teacher. Jasmine said that 
H[�ÄYZ[�P[�^HZ�KPѝJ\S[�HKQ\Z[PUN�ILJH\ZL�ZOL�OHK�
no experience teaching young students and did 
not know how to speak Mandarin or Taiwanese. 
To add to the language complexity, students in 
Tainan regularly switch between both languages. 
Once she became more comfortable, Jasmine 
said that she fell in love with teaching. The stu-
dent’s eagerness to learn English and mentorship 
of older teachers helped her to improve her class-
room management skills and lesson plans.

Connecting back to her trip to Taiwan with AUP, 
Jasmine said that working in Tainan allowed 
her to meet native Taiwanese people who had 
SP]LK�[OYV\NO�1HWHULZL�JVSVUPaH[PVU�ÄYZ[�OHUK��
Jasmine said that she “had the opportunity to 
speak with locals about their experience with 
national identity, and how they thought their 
identity as a Taiwanese person has changed 
throughout the course of their lives. The idea 
of an evolving Taiwanese identity is something 
we discussed deeply during the practicum, and 
I’m really grateful for the knowledge from the 
course which allowed me to ask more thought-
ful questions while talking to locals.”

A New Club Comes to AUP this Fall: Migrant Justice Club
This semester, consider joining the newly formed Migrant Justice Club. Led by Alessandra 
Campbell ‘20, this club’s mission is to provide hands on international opportunities to go out 
HUK�^VYR�ÄYZ[OHUK�^P[O�VYNHUPaH[PVUZ�PU�[OLPY�LќVY[Z�[V�OLSW�TPNYHU[Z��;OPZ�TH`�PUJS\KL�[YH]LS-
ing to volunteer at a detention center in Texas; working at a legal aid organization; and doing 
humanitarian work at refugee camps across Europe. Through connections made with organi-
zations, the club aims to supply club members with opportunities and the tools needed to
be resourceful. Upon return they can share their experiences with the rest of the club and the 
university community.

/V^�PZ�[OL�4PNYHU[�1\Z[PJL�*S\I�KPќLYLU[�[OH[�(<7�*HTW\Z�<50*,-�HUK�)=�
:`YPH&�)=�:`YPH�PZ�MVJ\ZLK�VU�OLSWPUN�ZWLJPHSS`�:`YPHU�YLM\NLLZ��^OPSL�[OL�41*�
hopes to connect students with refugees from all parts of the globe. Additionally, 
^OPSL�<50*,-�VќLYZ�VWWVY[\UP[PLZ�MVY�LUNHNLTLU[�PU�7HYPZ��[OL�41*�OVWLZ�[V�
WYV]PKL�Z[\KLU[Z�^P[O�H�UL[^VYR�[V�ÄUK�VWWVY[\UP[PLZ�HJYVZZ�[OL�^VYSK�

Listening Suggestions from our Professors
Looking for a new podcast to listen to? Looking 
to get into podcasts but don’t know where to 
start?

-Profs. Kuo and Wu recommend Serial Sea-
son 3. Many of you may have binge-listened 
to Season 1. But do check out Season 3—it’s 
a riveting look at the criminal justice system; 
you’ll hear conversations in courtrooms, judges’ 
JOHTILYZ��WYVZLJ\[VYZ»�VѝJLZ��;OPZ�ZLHZVU�
focuses on “the extraordinary stories of ordinary 
cases.” https://serialpodcast.org

-If you’re curious about law school and the 
LSAT Profs. Wu and Kuo recommend this par-
ticular episode of “Revisionist History,” on the 
LSAT, law school admissions, and the illusion 
of meritocracy. http://revisionisthistory.com/epi-
sodes/31-puzzle-rush

-They also recommend “The Daily,” a daily, 
4�-�J\YYLU[�L]LU[Z�WVKJHZ[�MYVT�;OL�5L^�
York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/column/
the-daily
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Thank you to Jasmine for sending these photos

Faculty Spotlight — Prof. Spieler on the Research Process

Our distinguished Professor Spieler is 
currently working on a new book, Slaves 
PU�7HYPZ��7YVMLZZVY�:WPLSLY»Z�ÄYZ[�IVVR��
,TWPYL�HUK�<UKLY^VYSK!�*HW[P]P[`�PU�-YLUJO�
Guiana (Harvard Historical Series, Harvard 
University Press, April 2012) was awarded the 
prestigious the J. Russell Major Prize (2013) 
and the George L. Mosse Prize (2013) from the 
American Historical Association.

To get a sense of a professional historian’s 
research process, Prof. Spieler graciously 
agreed to answer some questions about how 
she goes about her work, how she writes, and 
how she got inspired to do her project. She 
also discussed potential projects coming to 
AUP that stem from her new research.

Professor Spieler said that the book began 
as a research accident: “I was conducting 
YLZLHYJO�MVY�H�KPќLYLU[�WYVQLJ[·HIV\[�UHTPUN��
name-changing–compulsory and voluntary–the 
usurpation of other people’s names, and similar 
puzzles related to a person’s legal and social 
PKLU[P[ �̀�;V^HYK�[OH[�LUK��0�^HZ�ÅPWWPUN�[OYV\NO�



Prof. Spieler believes that Paris has a unique 
relationship with slavery, saying that, “When we 
think about the relationship between plantation 
ZSH]LY`�HUK�KVTLZ[PJ�-YHUJL��^L�UVYTHSS`�[OPUR�
HIV\[�-YLUJO�WVY[�JP[PLZ¶�)VYKLH\_��5HU[LZ��3L�
Havre–with maritime economies that revolved 
around the slave trade.” Paris has long been 
seen as a “haven” city for slaves with the law 
being principally opposed to slavery. However, 
HZ�7YVM��:WPLSLY�KPZJV]LYLK�PU�[OL�)HZ[PSSL�ÄSLZ��
the documents “draw attention to the role of 
administrators and even lawyers in helping masters 
with unruly domestics who sought to become free 
PU�[OL�JP[ �̀¹�+PZJV]LYPUN�[OPZ�KPќLYLUJL�PZ�PTWVY[HU[��
she explains: ”So long as we picture imperial slavery 
HZ�H�THYNPUHS�WOLUVTLUVU�PU�-YHUJL��HU�VKKP[`�VM�
[OL�([SHU[PJ�JVHZ[SPUL��-YLUJO�PTWLYPHS�ZSH]LY`�^PSS�
YLTHPU�L_[YPUZPJ�[V�[OL�NLULYHS�UHYYH[P]L�VM�-YLUJO�
history. My book aims to connect eighteenth-
JLU[\Y`�7HYPZ¶�[OL�O\I�VM�-YLUJO�ÄUHUJL��[OL�ZLH[�
of national courts, the center of intellectual life, of 
aristocratic society, and of European consumerism–
to plantation slavery and the slave trade.”

Prof. Spieler hopes that her students discover 
the pleasure of conducting archival research and 
that they understand the “detective-like quality” of 
what historians and researchers do. Prof. Spieler’s 
extensive use of not only primary sources, but also 
unpublished primary sources, certainly highlights 
how exciting archival research can be! Using these 
sources as her guide, Prof. Spieler will be able to 
portray a new perspective on the lives of slaves 
in Paris. To help inspire the love of research, Prof. 
Spieler aims to include primary source research into 
all of her classes.

In exciting news, this semester Prof. Spieler will 
hold a workshop about some unpublished sources 
she is using in her book. These sources relate to 
slave trading and the lives of enslaved domestics 
in Paris. A sample of possible materials for this 
workshop would include correspondence about 
H�-YLUJO�UH]HS�JHTWHPNU�[V�KLZ[YV`�)YP[PZO�ZSH]L�
ZOPWZ�HUK�PU[LYJLW[�ZSH]LZ�Vќ�[OL�JVHZ[�VM�(MYPJH"�
a slave trading account book; a Parisian police 
ÄSL�PU]VS]PUN�[OL�Z[HRLV\[�VM�H�ZSH]L�^VTHU"�HUK�
a Parisian marriage contract in which the bride’s 
property consists of a huge slave plantation in 

Keep your eyes peeled in future
newsletters for the exact date.

Additionally, there will be other opportunities 
to acquaint students with these materials in 
spring 2020, when Prof. Spieler is teaching 
both a course on comparative slavery and a 
seminar with Professor Kuo called “Becoming 
-YLL�¹�;OL�JV\YZL�¸L_WSVYLZ�[OL�SP]LZ�VM�MVYTLY�
slaves and former convicts” and considers the 
“problem of liberation in the Americas, Africa, 
the Indian Ocean, and Asia from the eighteenth 
century to the present.”

Prof. Spieler’s book is under contract with the 
Harvard University Press. Although a work 
PU�WYVJLZZ��ZOL�OVWLZ�[V�ÄUPZO�[OL�IVVR�I`�
Summer 2020.

Upcoming Events

HLS Open House—Open House for those interested in the History, Law, and Society major. 
September 12th, 6:30 PM on the 8th floor of Quai
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Pictured is one of the pages of the primary 
sources Prof. Spieler is working with in the 
archives. Thank you to Prof. Spieler for sending 
the photo.

Interested in applying for fellowships and not sure where to start? Stuck on writing your personal 
Z[H[LTLU[�PU�HU�HWWSPJH[PVU&�;OLYL�HYL�H�U\TILY�VM�MLSSV^ZOPWZ��PUJS\KPUN�[OL�-\SIYPNO[��K\L�KH[L�
PZ�JVTPUN�\W!�6J[VILY��[O����[OL�;Y\THU��[OL�*VYV�-LSSV^ZOPW��HUK�V[OLYZ��[OH[�^PSS�ÄUHUJPHSS`�
support your travel, research, or desire to do social justice work. Please come to a session led 
by Albert Wu, Assistant Professor of History and Department Chair of the History Department. 
7YVMLZZVY�>\�PZ�[OL�YLJPWPLU[�VM�MLSSV^ZOPWZ�Z\JO�HZ�[OL�(SL_HUKLY�]VU�/\TIVSK[�9LZLHYJO�-LS-
SV^ZOPW�MVY�7VZ[KVJ[VYHS�9LZLHYJOLYZ"�[OL�-\SIYPNO[�00,�MVY�.LYTHU`"�HUK�[OL�(JHKLTPH�:PUPJH��
;HP^HU��-LSSV^ZOPW�MVY�+VJ[VYHS�*HUKPKH[LZ�PU�[OL�/\THUP[PLZ�HUK�:VJPHS�:JPLUJLZ��(KKP[PVUHSS �̀�
Professor Kuo, recipient of fellowships such as the Truman, the Soros, and the Skadden, will 
Skype in for this session. It will take place on September 12th, 4:30 to 5:30 PM, in C-104.



HLS/HI Executive Board is run jointly by two of our majors: Sydney Scarpa, the Director of the 
History/HLS Executive Board, and Alessandra Campbell, our Student Government Senator 
(SGA).

Executive Board

Alessandra Campbell, SGA History Department Representative (a97423@aup.edu) 

Sydney Scarpa, Director of the HI/HLS Executive Board (a98825@aup.edu)

Social Director, Chloe Denelsbeck (a99465@aup.edu) 

Communications Director, Jasmine Cowen (a99059@aup.edu), Emily King (a100440@aup.edu)

Community Outreach Director, Zach Egan (a102513@aup.edu)

Director of Academic Events. Alex Lane (a99836@aup.edu)

/PZ[VY �̀�3H �̂�HUK�:VJPL[`�5L^ZSL[[LY�,KP[VY��AHJO�,NHU��H������'H\W�LK\�

)SHJR�/PZ[VY`�4VU[O�*VVYKPUH[VY��:HÄYH�5L^[VU�4H[aH��H  � �'H\W�LK\��HUK�2Y`Z[LS�5VaPLY�
(a100779@aup.edu)

/PZ[VY �̀�3H �̂�HUK�:VJPL[`�)VVR�*S\I�*VVYKPUH[VY���:HÄYH�5L^[VU�4H[aH��H  � �'H\W�LK\�
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